wafted towards us. It is a neatly-bound, illustrated octavo of three hundred pages, and it presents us with a carefullydetailed, well-written history of the asylum during the last fifty years. The institution had its origin in a bequest of Mrs. Marsh, widow of Dr. Purley Marsh. We presume we ought to say " Mrs. Anna Marsh," but thatis an Americanism we really cannot get used to. The lady survived till 1834, and it was then that the legacy fell into the hands of the trustees, a charter being obtained shortly afterwards. The good lady seems to have'had a touch of New England humour inlher composition, for we find, in her bequest for providing preachers for the town of Vernon, she remarked they were a very godless people'over there.
Dr. Draper, the author of the volume, reminds us that not much was known of the treatment of the insane in the early part of this century. He tells that a council of physicians sat "on a case of a prominent political man who had lost his reason, and decided to immerse the patient in water until he lost consciousness. They would then awaken him or resuscitate him to a new life. 
